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T h e  E n i g m a  o f  R a d a g a s t :
R e v i s i o n ,  M e l o d r a m a ,  a n d  D e p t h
N i c h o l a s  B i r n s
Where Does Radagast Come From?
T h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  R i n g s  is set in  M idd le-ea rth , b u t is n o t coextensive 
w ith  it. T here  is m u ch  in  M idd le -E arth  th a t is b are ly  exp lo red  in  th e  tex t of 
The Lord o f the Rings. W h a t Tolkien called  " th e  vast backclo ths" (C arpen te r 90) of 
h is  v ision  h av e  m a n y  elem en ts th a t are n o t b ro u g h t to  th e  im m ed ia te  surface of 
h is  m ajo r w ork. A s A n d erso n  R earick  p u ts  it, to  subject every  e lem en t of M id d le - 
ea rth  to  critical sc ru tin y  w o u ld  be "bo th  ex h au stin g  a n d  inconclusive" (864). But 
th e  bu ild ing-b locks of M id d le -ea rth  references rem ote  from  th e  m a in  p lo t g ive u s  
a sense of the  in trica te ly  designed , p an o ram ic  b ack d ro p  w hich  is so characteristic  
of Tolkien's design . Som etim es Tolkien's d ep lo y m en t of these  references can g ive 
u s  valuab le  clues to p ivo ta l decisions Tolkien m a d e  in  conceiving h is w ork. The 
w iza rd  R ad ag ast th e  B row n p lays a m in o r ro le in  The Lord o f the R ings . H is  on ly  
p lo t function  is to, unw itting ly , decoy  G an d a lf in to  b e in g  tak en  cap tive by  
Sarum an . H e  is n o t m en tio n ed  in  th e  tex t after Book II, chap te r 3. B ut R adagast's 
ro le takes on  a te lling  consequence w ith  respec t to h o w  Tolkien th o u g h t ab o u t 
The Lord o f The Rings w h ile  h e  w as w ritin g  i t —a n d  afterw ards.
Tolkien (Letters 135) fo rew arn ed  A llen an d  U nw in , w h en  delivering  
th em  th e  m an u sc rip t of The Lord o f the R ings, th a t th e  m an u sc rip t w as n o t a sequel 
to  The Hobbit b u t to  The Silmarillion. T. A. S h ippey  an d  o thers  h av e  p ro b lem atized  
th is o p p o sitio n  (cf. S h ippey  79 on  h o w  b o th  The Hobbit and The Lord o f the Rings 
do  n o t "q u ite  take  off" u n til th e ir p ro tag o n ists  leave R ivendell), p o in tin g  to  the 
m a n y  sim ilarities be tw een  The Hobbit an d  its g a rg an tu an  successor. B ut the 
difference, fo reg ro u n d ed  b y  Tolkien him self, still s tands. R ad ag ast th e  B row n is a 
tang ib le  p ro o f of th is difference, as, so m ew h at surprising ly , h e  e n d s  u p  so clearly  
b e in g  on  the  Hobbit s ide of the  d iv ide. R ad ag ast ap p ea rs  in  The Hobbit, as 
G andalf's  'co u sin ' (Hobbit [H] 7:118; a conception  th a t is n o t close to  be in g  in  line 
w ith  ev en tu a l conceptions of th e  Is ta ri in  The Lord o f the Rings). H e  is a colleague, 
a p ee r of G andalf. R ad ag ast th u s  s tan d s  as an  e lem en t re ad y -to -h an d  for u se  in  
The Lord o f the R ings th e  w ay  m a n y  of th e  o th er characters in  The Hobbit w ith  the ir 
specific associations, geograph ica l an d  o therw ise, w ith  the  Q u est of E rebor, do 
no t. In  The Hobbit, G anda lf ac tua lly  leans on  R adagast's  (local) rep u ta tio n  to  get 
h im self, an d  h is d w arv ish  an d  ho b b it charges, accep ted  by  B eorn. In  The Lord o f 
the R ings, R ad ag ast p lays a key, in te rm ed ia ry  ro le in  com m unications betw een
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G an d alf an d  Sarum an . Yet R ad ag ast disappears from  The Lord o f the R ings after the 
C ouncil of E lrond. Searchers from  R ivendell travel to  h is  "o ld  ho m e" at 
R hosgobel, b u t R ad ag ast is "n o t th ere"  (LotR  II:3 267). In  all th e  w rap p in g s -u p  
th a t occur a t the  e n d  of The Lord o f the Rings h is  case is n o t solved. N o r is it 
ad d re ssed  in  any  of th e  A ppend ices.
T he m o s t obv ious ex p lana tion  of w h a t h a p p e n e d  to  R ad ag ast is th a t 
R ad ag ast is fallen, th a t h e  h a d  (Unfinished Tales [UT] 390) becom e "en am o red "  of 
th e  b ird s  an d  beasts  of M id d le -ea rth  to the  ex ten t th a t h e  h a d  fo rgo tten  h is 
m ission  am o n g  its people . T his is im p lied  in  th e  p o em  q u o te d  in  th e  essay  on  the 
Is ta ri (U T  395) w h ich  sta tes th a t "o n ly  one re tu rn e d "  to  V alinor of th e  orig inal 
five, th is  obv iously  b e in g  G andalf. O n  th is read ing , R adagast w o u ld  be n o  m ore  
eligible for re tu rn in g  to  V alinor th a n  S arum an. Yet th is w o u ld  tu g  a t credibility, 
as it w o u ld  m ean  th a t R ad ag ast w as a lread y  fallen  b y  th e  C ouncil of E lrond . 
W h a t w o u ld  be im p lied  h e re  is n o t a decisive lapse, o r even  a S arum anesque  lu s t 
for pow er. R adagast's  lapse  is a slow  su rren d e rin g  of any  la rg e r concerns to 
R adagast's  im m ed ia te  task  of te n d in g  to  b ird s  a n d  beasts. B ut th is is h a rd ly  
visible in  The Lord o f the Rings. R ad ag ast w arn s  G an d alf of the  N azgu l. V incent 
Ferre  p o in ts  o u t th a t R ad ag ast is th e  first W izard , a t least in  the histoire of the 
even ts of The Lord o f the Rings, to  call th e  N azg u l for w h a t th ey  are, even  if ta rd ily  
(Ferre 189). A lso, R ad ag ast h as a lread y  been  estab lished  in  The Hobbit as 
som eone in te rested  in  h u m an s , n o t ju s t anim als. B eorn k n o w s an d  respects h im ; 
to  Beorn, R ad ag ast is m ore  fam ous th a n  G andalf. Yes, Beorn is a shape-changer. 
But, as Tolkien em p h asizes (Letters 178) h e  is a m an . So R adagast, a t least for the 
balance  of h is  career as an  Istar, h a s  n o t iso la ted  h im se lf en tire ly  from  m en  an d  
o th er sen tien t beings.
B ut th ere  is an  a lternative  exp lana tion  of th e  m o ra l fate of R ad ag ast the 
B row n, or, as R ose Z im bardo  w in n in g ly  calls h im , "R adagast th e  R usset" (69). Is 
R adagast's  co rru p tio n  in d eed  sym bolized , if n o t effected, in  h is one m o m en t of 
stage action  in  The Lord o f the Rings?  R adagast's  conveyance of Sarum an 's 
m essage  to  G andalf, done  in  "g o o d  fa ith " (G andalf's w ords; LotR  II:2 255) en d ed  
u p  b e in g  a sp litting  of th e  difference, an  a ttem p t to  m a in ta in  a p recarious 
neu trality . T his d ifference sp litting  is p rob lem atic  in  a fictive cosm os th a t is, at 
least a t th e  h ig h es t levels, m e lod ram atica lly  d iv ided . E quivocation  is n o t a 
feasib le a lternative, once th e  sp lit b e tw een  G an d alf a n d  S arum an  h as becom e 
clear. T his is p e rh a p s  w h y  Tolkien calls R ad ag ast "a  p erso n  of m u ch  less pow er 
an d  w isd o m " (U T  394).
Yet n o th in g  n eg a tiv e  is ever sa id  ab o u t R adagast. H e  is n o t denounced , 
b y  G andalf o r any  o thers  of th e  W ise. Indeed , th e  on ly  nega tive  w o rd s  abou t 
R ad ag ast a re  u tte re d  by Saruman, ("R adagast th e  B ird-tam er! R ad ag ast the 
Sim ple! R ad ag ast th e  Fool!" (LotR  II:2 252, also U T  394). T he essay  on  the  Is tari in  
Unfinished Tales ind ica tes th a t th is  an im osity  goes back  to  V alinor w h en  the
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an im al-lov ing  A iw end il (R adagast) w as fo rced  u p o n  th e  u n w illin g  C u rum o  
(Sarum an) b y  Y avanna (U T  393). T he im plica tions of th is are  obvious. C urum o, 
associated , like S auron  befo re  h im , w ith  A ule, th e  m aker, is con trasted  w ith  
A iw endil, w a rd  of Yavanna, th e  g u a rd ia n  of n a tu re  an d  trees.
T his is especially  so g iven  th a t the  m en tio n s of R ad ag ast in th e  (post- 
LotR) e ssay  on  th e  Is ta ri h av e  a k in d  of su tu rin g  effect. M uch  like th e  situa tion  
o ccu rring  after th e  Hobbit w as com pleted  a n d  The Lord o f the R ings w as beg in n in g  
to  be  w ritten , Tolkien h a s  R adagast re ad y -to -h an d  as a subject for th e  essay  on 
th e  Istari. But n o  d ev e lo p m en t of h is character is u n d e rta k e n  there ; far less th an  
G an d alf an d  S aru m an  receive in  th e  sam e essay. T he m ain  goal in  th e  Is tari essay 
is to  m ak e  su re  th a t th e  account of R ad ag ast th a t is on  th e  reco rd  in  The Lord o f the 
Rings does n o t g e t too  o u t of line w ith  th e  h ig h e r conception  Tolkien ev en tu a lly  
h a d  of th e  Is tari in  th e  po st-Lord o f the Rings p e riod . T he la ter Tolkien, indeed , 
a lm ost seem s em b arrassed  by  R adagast. T he essay  on  th e  Is ta ri tells u s  m u ch  
m ore  ab o u t G andalf, a n d  even  Sarum an , b u t all it lets u s  k now  ab o u t R adagast 
a re  h is  Q uenya  nam e, h is  ties to  Y avanna, an d  th e  early  o rig ins of Sarum an 's 
h a tre d  of him .
It is s trik ing  h o w  u n d e ru tiliz e d  R ad ag ast is in  The Lord o f the Rings. For 
consistency 's sake, Tolkien w o u ld  p resu m ab ly  w a n t to inco rpo ra te  as m u ch  of 
The Hobbit in to  its successor as possib le. In  m a n y  cases, Tolkien does just this. 
C erta in ly  th e  presence  of G im li, an d  th e  en tire  B alin /M oria ep isode, as far dark er 
as it is th an  a n y th in g  in  The Hobbit, p ro v id es con tinu ity  w ith  th e  earlie r book. We 
k n o w  th e  D w arves, an d  w e also k n o w  of th e  B eorn ings an d  of D ale, ab o u t w h o m  
G loin  m ak es su re  to  keep  u s  ap p rised  a t R ivendell. Indeed , G loin 's in fo rm ation  
ab o u t these  peop les  (LotR  II:1 222) is as m u ch  to  reassu re  us, the  reader, th a t w e 
are  in  th e  sam e w o rld  as th a t of The Hobbit th a n  it is to  p ro v id e  any  in telligence 
u se fu l to th e  d ilem m a of w h a t to  d o  w ith  th e  R ing. R adagast also, to  a degree, 
serves th is reassu rin g  function . Yet w e are  to ld , briefly, w h a t h a p p e n e d  to  D ale  in 
M arch  3019. T here is no  fu rth e r w o rd  of R adagast.
R ad ag ast also could  h ave  b een  u se d  to  flesh  o u t the  en tire  id ea  of the 
Istari. F rom  th e  w ay  characters speak  of w iza rd s  as an  en tire  class of people , one 
assum es th a t th ere  are  a reasonab le  n u m b e r of w iza rd s  w a n d e rin g  a ro u n d  in 
M idd le -ea rth . In  fact, th is  sense of w iza rd s  as a class suggests th a t Tolkien a t first 
expected  to  h av e  m ore  w iza rd s  in  The Lord o f the Rings, b u t th en  d ec ided  as a 
p rinc ip le  of n a rra tiv e  econom y th a t too  m a n y  w iza rd s  w o u ld  be  b ad  (an d  also 
m ak e  it in to  a m ore  Dungeons & Dragons, o r Harry Potter-esque, story). Tolkien 
th u s  forebore from  p u ttin g  fu r th e r w iza rd s  in  w h a t V erlyn F lieger te rm s his
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"m y th o s"  (Flieger, "R eview " 440).1 T here  are of course (w e la te r find  o u t in  The 
Silmarillion) m a n y  M aia, b u t few  of th em  are  'a c tiv a ted ' as W izards, able to  w ork  
h a rm  or good  in  M idd le -ea rth . Indeed , in  th e  M id d le -ea rth  of th e  la te  T h ird  Age, 
n o t on ly  are  ju s t th ree  w iza rd s  extant, b u t very  few  peop le  can h av e  m e t all three. 
(D oes T heoden  k n o w  of R adagast?  D oes D enethor?) O ne of th e  in te resting  
read e rly  exercises to  p e rfo rm  w h en  ana lyz ing  na tu ra lis tic  novels is to  sketch  o u t 
w h ich  characters have, in  e ither p re sen t o r im p lied  p a s t action, m e t each  other. 
The Lord o f the Rings, for all its fan tastic  setting , is n a tu ra lis tic  en o u g h  in  its vast 
w eft, in  its  su rfe it of detail, for th is  exercise to  be  u se fu l in  the  case of R adagast.
T reebeard  is one w ho  speaks of w iza rd s  as a class of beings. Yet h e  is on 
reco rd  as h a v in g  m e t p recisely  tw o  w izard s , G an d alf an d  S arum an. W hy  n o t 
R adagast?  T reebeard  h a s  la rge ly  confined  h im se lf to  h is  o w n  land , b u t R adagast 
p lau s ib ly  cou ld  h ave  w a n d e re d  d o w n  th e  A n d u in  an d  ram b led  in to  F ango rn  
Forest. Yet th ere  is no  reco rd  of T reebeard  m ee tin g  R adagast. In  fact, th ere  is no  
reco rd  of anyone h a v in g  m e t all th ree  w izard s . P e rh ap s  som e in  R ivendell have, 
as, w h en  G an d alf g ives d u e  cred it to  R adagast's  m as te ry  of the  lore of b ird s  and  
beasts  of th e  field, h e  does so in  such  a w ay  th a t assum es a fam iliarity  on  th e  p a rt 
of a t least som e of h is  aud ience  w ith  R adagast.
R adagast's  o d d  lack of no to rie ty  m ak es h im  a sligh t anom aly  in  M idd le - 
earth . F ortify ing  th is anom alous n a tu re  are  th e  u n u su a l ram ifica tions of h is 
nam e, b o th  in  its s ta tu s  in  M id d le -ea rth  an d  in  its ac tua l orig ins. R adagast, w hich  
(see U T  390, 401) Tolkien variously  te rm ed  an  A dunaic  or low -M ann ish  nam e  
also lacks th e  fam iliar S indarin  ep ith e t by  w hich  so m u ch  of M id d le -ea rth  know s 
G andalf, a n d  in d eed  S arum an. R ad ag ast h a s  h is  o rig inal Q uenya n am e  a n d  h is 
M an n ish  nam e, b u t n o  in te rm ed ia te  G rey-elven  one, in d ica ting  ran k  an d  
recognition  am o n g  th e  w ise  of M idd le -ea rth . R u th  S. N oel says th a t th e  o rig ins of 
th e  n am e  'R adagast' lie in  'R ad igost,' a p re -C h ris tian  Slavic deity. N oel describes 
R ad igost as " th e  S lavonic g o d  of bliss, good  counsel, a n d  honor, associated  w ith  
th e  R om an  g o d  M ercu ry  an d  th e  G reek go d  H erm es"  (N oel 188). If N oel's 
assertion  is correct, R adagast is one of th e  rea lly  ra re  Slavic n am es in  a 
leg en d a riu m  w hose  nam es, d eriv ed  from , or in sp ired  by, E u ro p ean  languages, 
recall G erm anic, R om antic, an d  A ltaic tongues, b u t ra re ly  Slavic ones.1 2 W e are
1 Similarly, L. Frank Baum has only one (good) W izard—albeit a rather famous one—in his 
Oz series. Perhaps Tolkien and Baum shared a visceral association of too many wizards 
w ith magic run amok.
2 With respect to Tolkien's meager relationship to Slavic tradition, Olga Markova makes 
clear in  her account of the attempt of Soviet-era Russian translators to render The Lord of the 
Rings into Russian in  a way minimally acceptable to Soviet censors, that the Russian fairy­
tale tradition, despite its temporal kinship w ith some of Tolkien's other sources, was, in 
spirit, particularly far from that of Tolkien's legendarium. Tolkien's women have been
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familiar with Tolkien’s love of Finnish, Welsh, and Gothic. In his letters, Tolkien 
also speaks highly of Latin (see Letters 419) and Spanish, which influenced his 
early language, Naffarin. But Slavic languages are hardly in the philological 
spotlight for Tolkien.3 
 The question of "where did Radagast come from?," Tolkien's sources for 
the name and character of Radagast, may seem a textual one, the issue of “where 
did Radagast go?” a narrative question. Yet part of the narrative anomaly of 
Radagast has to do with the slightly more complicated case of the source of his 
name as compared to the other non-Quenya or Sindarin names in the tales.4 The 
sources of Tolkien's names and motifs, in their plurality and historical 
implication, are part of the accumulation of detail that makes up the grand 
design of Middle-earth.  The first reviews of The Fellowship of the Ring compared 
it to Spenser and Ariosto (Letters 181). Both Renaissance writers resemble Tolkien 
in having an equal complexity in their synchronic design and in their diachronic 
references, overt or covert, to the sources of the stories they tell. And much of the 
complex design of Radagast's narrative fate has to do with Tolkien's relation to 
another source text—his own earlier work: The Hobbit and the earliest drafts of 
The Lord of the Rings.   
 
Where Does Radagast Go?  
 To see what Radagast means to The Lord of the Rings, we first have to 
fully appreciate just how marginal he is to it.  No sooner does he appear on stage 
than his role seems to be determinedly minimized. Radagast does not seem to be 
widely known in Middle-earth.  If Radagast is an “ἄγγελος” (see Letters 202) his 
message does not get out widely. Gandalf describes Radagast as “never a 
traveller” (LotR II:2 250), but even so Radagast seems to have made strikingly 
little impact in nearly two thousand years in Middle-earth.5  Even Gandalf has 
not seen Radagast for “many a year” (LotR II:2 250). Radagast does not know of 
the Shire, or, apparently, of Hobbits, despite having some of the Hobbitish 
closeness to rustic nature.  
                                                                                              
likened to valkyries (see Donovan), but rarely to rusalkas, Goldberry of course being an 
exception. 
3 The Noldorin etymology of “Rhosgobel,” at Treason 173, involving the stem “RUSKA,’ also 
seems rather close to Rus/Russian as a word. 
4 Shippey (225) cites Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire as possibly yielding a 
name-model for Radagast in “Radagaisus,” the Gothic leader defeated by the “barbarian” 
Imperial generalissimo Stilicho in 405 AD. 
5 Interestingly, in both The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings we only hear about Radagast 




T he key  to  th e  R ad ag ast en igm a m a y  w ell lie in  T reebeard 's a lm ost 
casual p ra ise  of G an d alf as " th e  on ly  w iza rd  th a t rea lly  cares ab o u t trees" (LotR  
III:4 455). In  con trast to th e  tree-k illing  S arum an, T reebeard 's p ra ise  of G an d alf is 
obvious. B ut w h a t ab o u t R adagast?  Is h e  n o t the ru s tic  w izard?  D oes h e  n o t care 
ab o u t trees? A gain , recu p era tiv e  exp lana tions could  be  p ro p o sed . R ad ag ast 
cou ld  on ly  be  in te rested  in  anim als, n o t p lan ts . B ut th is is reb u tted  at Treason 132, 
w h e re  R ad ag ast is sa id  to  h av e  "m u ch  lore [...] of h e rb "  (cf. also LotR  II:2 251). 
S trictly  c ircum stan tia l factors canno t accoun t for R adagast's  d isappearance . A  
m o re  com pelling  ex p lana tion  is to  say  th a t R ad ag ast w as e lim in a ted  by  the 
rev ision  process, The Lord o f the R ings's re -conception  as th e  closing cycle of 
stories of M id d le -ea rth 's  history. In  o th er w ords, th e  so lu tion  to  R adagast's  fate is 
to  be fo u n d  textually, n o t h is to rically ; in  process, ra th e r th a n  its p ro d u c t. The 
m ore  Tolkien rev ised  The Lord o f the Rings, th e  less u se  h e  h a d  for R ad ag ast.6
T his can  be  seen m o s t v is ib ly  in  th e  ro le of eag les in  The Lord o f the 
R ings . W hen  the  eagle G w aih ir firs t rescues G an d alf h e  is c learly  d o in g  so as 
R adagast's  em issary . Indeed , G an d alf has, unw itting ly , saved  h im se lf (LotR  II:2 
251) in  g e ttin g  R ad ag ast to  sen d  G w aihir. T he very  fiction of G an d alf and  
S arum an 's co n tinued  amity, the ir co n tinu ing  to  p re sen t a com m on front, is w h a t 
sw ays R ad ag ast to  re lay  S arum an 's m essage  to  G andalf. Yet it also m ak es h im  
th in k  th a t G andalf, in  ask ing  for n ew s  from  b irds, is in  a lignm en t w ith  S arum an. 
The fiction of a com m on fro n t h a s  en sn a red  G andalf. B ut it also saves him . 
R adagast's  tru s t in  S arum an  b e tray s  G andalf, lan d in g  h im  in  captivity. B ut 
G an d alf also tru s ts  Sarum an , as h e  adv ises R ad ag ast to  h ave  th e  b ird s  b rin g  
n ew s  to  S aru m an  a n d  G andalf (II:2 251) th in k in g  th a t th e  tw o  w ill still be  on  the 
sam e side. T his tru st, w o rk in g  th ro u g h  R ad ag ast (II:2 255), leads to n o th in g  b u t 
go o d  even  th o u g h  th e  object of tru s t b e tray s  it. In d eed , am id  all th e  c row ded  
canvas of The Lord o f the R ings, th e  G an dalf/R adagast/S arum an  in te rchange  is like 
a tau t, th ree -m an  d ram a, w here  the  v iew er is su p p lied  w ith  con tinual revelations 
as to  w ho  know s w hat.
In  th is th ree -w iza rd  tab leau , G w aih ir th e  E agle seem s an  em issary, an 
ad ju tan t, of R adagast. Yet, w h en  G w aih ir n ex t appears , w h en  h e  b ea rs  the 
re in ca rn a ted  b u t still w eak  G an d alf to  h is  h ea ling  in  L orien  (LotR  III:5 491), h e  is 
h a rd ly  an  em issary  of R adagast. G w aih ir 's  m as te r now , inconceivably  h ig h e r in 
th e  ran k s of th e  Im m orta ls , is c learly  M anw e, th e  E lder K ing. Indeed , b y  th e  tim e 
h e  rescues F rodo  a n d  Sam  from  M o u n t D oom  G w aih ir h im self, a b ird , is a k ind  
of aux ilia ry  Vala, a m ore  exalted  figu re  th a n  th e  R adagast w hose Q uenya  nam e, 
A iw endil, ind ica tes h is  frien d sh ip  w ith  b irds. T hat G w aih ir rep laces R adagast 
can  be  seen a t Shadow  297 w here , a t least on  one possib le  read ing , R ad ag ast is
6 See Shippey: "Tolkien is no longer trying to explain old inconsistencies from The Hobbit, 
but writing ever deeper into a world w ith a life of its own" (89).
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m en tio n ed  as a p o ten tia l em issary  of th e  R ing if, as som e Elves w ishes, it is 
carried  to  th e  H avens. R adagast is in feren tia lly  seen as a figu re  in  som e w ay  'in  
to u ch ' w ith  V alinor here . B ut it is Gwaihir w ho  takes u p  th is function  as The Lord 
o f the Rings proceeds.
R adagast's  eclipse can on ly  be fu lly  u n d e rs to o d  ag a in s t th e  b ack d ro p  of 
T olkien's geog raph ica l e labora tion  of M id d le -ea rth  as h e  w ro te  a n d  rev ised  h is 
m an u sc rip t. T he w o rld  of The Hobbit a n d  th e  w o rld  of The Lord o f the Rings are 
v e ry  d ifferent. A s Shippey 's classic observation  show s, th e  m o s t im m ed ia te  
d ifference be tw een  th e  tw o  w orks h a s  to  do  w ith  "m ap s  an d  nam es"  (Shippey  
73) of w h ich  th e  earlie r w ork  h a s  few, th e  later, m any. C ertainly, th e  d ifference is 
n o t th a t th e  m em o ry  of th e  E lder D ays is ab sen t in  The Hobbit. A s th e  early  
reference to  G o ndo lin  in  The Hobbit ind icates, th ey  are  very  m u ch  p re sen t even  in 
th e  earlier, sim pler book. W hen  T ho rin  p icks u p  th e  sw o rd  O rcris t an d  G andalf 
h is  sw ord  G lam d rin g  (H  3:62) th ey  in h e rit a succoring  con tin u ity  w ith  th e  E lven 
w arrio rs  of th e  past.
B ut the  F irst A ge, th e  h is to ry  reco rd ed  in  th e  a lread y  ex isten t 
Silmarillion, is th e  only h is to ry  in  The Hobbit. T here  is n o  in te rm ed ia te  history. A nd  
th e  intermediate h is to ry  is w h a t The Lord o f the Rings p rov ides. W e are  to ld  abou t 
th e  Second an d  T h ird  A ges of M idd le -ea rth , the  h is to ry  (and  the  very  nam es) of 
th e  Shire, of E lendil a n d  Isildur, of G ondor, of R ohan, th e  en tire  concep tion  (of 
course, p rev io u sly  ex is ten t in  Tolkien's legendarium ) of N um enor. D ene tho r an d  
T heoden  do  n o t k n o w  R adagast, on  a n a rra tiv e  level, because  th e  tw o  k ings are 
in  the  deeper p a r t of The Lord o f the Rings, a n d  R ad ag ast in  th e  m ore  shallow. 
R ad ag ast is in  th e  Hobbit part. D enethor, as h is  very  nam e  ind icates, in  the 
Silmarillion p art. But even  T heoden , in  sp ite  of h is  re s id u a l k n o w led g e  of hobb its 
an d  h is  ru stic  m anners , is a figu re  w ho  psycho log ically  is closer to  th e  w o rld  of 
The Silmarillion th a n  th a t of The Hobbit. A nd , in  T olkien's com positional process, 
th e  w ay  to  th e  w o rld  of The Silmarillion is n o t th ro u g h  tim e —again , o ld  G ondo lin  
w as p re sen t in  th e  p a s t of The Hobbit—b u t th ro u g h  space. T he d irec tion  to  the 
Silmarillion in  T olkien's rev ised  M id d le -ea rth  is southward.7
T he n e w  S ou thern  countries, th e  countries of Tolkien's revision of h is 
com positional p lans, take  th e  p lace of The Hobbit's com positionally  'o ld ' N o rth e rn  
clim es. For instance, th e  R oh irrim  are, in  cultu re , lineage, an d  language , like the 
B eorn ings o r th e  m en  of D ale. B ut th e ir history, th e ir im portance  is m u ch  greater, 
as is connoted , im portan tly , b y  the sense of w istfu lness conveyed  in  the  ubi sun t 
"W here  n o w  th e  h o rse  a n d  th e  rider?" p assage  in  "T he K ing  of th e  G o lden  H all"  
(LotR  III:6 497). The sam e sense of N o rth e rn  inconsequence  is tru e  of R ad ag ast in
7 A very concrete example of this can be seen in  the transference, in  the process of 
composition and revision, of Dimrill Dale to the south as it becomes more consequential 
(see Treason 16).
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apposition  to  T reebeard , th e  sh ep h e rd  of F ango rn  Forest, th e  e ld es t of the  Ents. 
T he E nts are  crea ted  m o rta l beings, n o t im m orta ls, u n lik e  even  th e  m o s t rustic  
M aia. B ut T reebeard , like R adagast, is (w e fin d  o u t from  The Silmarillion) u n d e r  
th e  p a tro n ag e  of Y avanna, n o t th a t of h e r  im ag e-m ak in g  h u sb an d , A ule, from  
w hose  tu te lage  bo th  S auron  an d  S arum an  fell. Sarum an , in  h is  an im u s aga in s t 
R adagast, seem s to  h av e  n ev er fo rgo tten  Y avanna's im position  of A iw en d il on 
h im  (m en tioned  b y  Tolkien in  th e  post-LotR  e ssay  on  th e  Istari, again  to  achieve a 
k in d  of su tu rin g  effect). T reebeard  an d  R ad ag ast a re  alike n o t on ly  in  be in g  
associated  w ith  th e  s tew ard sh ip  of n a tu re , b u t in  h a v in g  an especially  conflicted 
re la tion  w ith  Sarum an , the  ep itom e of m ech an iz in g  ru in . T he T reebeard / 
R ad ag ast co m p lem en tarity  is in d ica ted  b y  T olkien's o w n  specu lation , a t Treason 
212, th a t Isen g ard  is to  be  g iven  to  R ad ag ast a t th e  e n d  of The Lord o f the Rings. 
B ut w h en  w e see T reebeard  firs t m o o ted  (at Treason 411) as a tree -shepherd , w e 
see G andalf an d  S aru m an  m en tioned , b u t n o  R adagast, d esp ite  Tolkien's 
considera tion  of various u ses for R ad ag ast in  th e  u n fo ld in g  Q uest.
T reebeard  th u s  echoes R adagast, w ith o u t seem ing  to k n o w  h im . C ou ld  
it be  th a t Tolkien conceived R ad ag ast as a vehicle for p rinc ip les  th a t w ere  
im p o rtan t to  h im , b u t th en  rejected  h im  as an  in ad eq u a te  vehicle for these 
p rincip les? C erta in ly  T olkien's sta tem en t on  th e  essay  on  th e  Is ta ri th a t R adagast 
becam e too  en am o red  of b ird s  an d  beasts, to  th e  occlusion of g ra n d  stra teg y  or 
m o ra l p riority , does n o t m e a n  th a t Tolkien req u ires  n a tu re  to  p ick  sides. 
T reebeard  supp lies  p ro o f of th is  w h en  h e  says th a t h e  is, stric tly  speak ing , on 
n obody 's  's id e ' b ecause  nobody, even  the  good  a n d  w ise of th e  W est, a re  on  h is 
's id e ' w h en  it com es to  caring  for trees (LotR  III:4 455). Im portan tly , T reebeard  is 
n o t try in g  to  take  an  u n ten ab le  'th i rd  position ', o r sp litting  th e  difference, as 
R adagast, a t least m om entarily , is tra p p e d  in to  do ing .
Tolkien u se s  m e lo d ram a , a sense of s ta rk  d is tinc tions betw een  
opposites, to  d is tingu ish , in  a m o ra l sense, be tw een  good  an d  evil. B ut h e  also 
u ses  m e lo d ram a  in  a stru c tu ra l way, to  d ra w  d istinc tions be tw een  good  an d  
good, surface an d  d ep th . T his is sh o w n  in  the  case of R ad ag ast as com pared  to 
T reebeard . R ad ag ast w as a sprite , n o t a sh ep h erd . H e  w as a lover, n o t a ten d e r of 
n a tu re . T he v ision  of n a tu re  p ro p o sed  in  F angorn , of trees th a t are liv ing  th ings 
an d  h ave  as m u c h  a rig h t to  be as any  o th er e lem en t of th e  crea ted  cosm os, goes 
fa r d eep er th a n  R ad ag ast cou ld  ever p lu m b .8 R ad ag ast does n o t care abou t
8 As Tolkien advises in  his Foreword to the Second Edition of The Lord of the Rings, 
applicability should not be confused w ith straight allegory (LotR Foreword xvii). In a way 
what the 'loss' of Radagast does, by eliminating a too-convenient middle term, is to create a 
kind of melodrama that has to do w ith depth rather than value, making this kind of 
annealing restoration impossible, even as it seems at first to eliminate a badly needed 
excluded middle. Recent essays (see Chism, Rearick, Hoiem) have tried to salvage a
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n a tu re  th e  sam e w ay  T reebeard  does, h e  is n o t 'roo ted ' in  n a tu re  the  w ay  
T reebeard  is, b y  v ir tu e  of th e  la tte r 's  v e ry  ontology.9 Tolkien, of course, w o u ld  
oppose  a w o rsh ip  of n a tu re  in  itself, as o p p o sed  to  a v is ion  of n a tu re  as p a r t  of a 
h igher, crea ted  o rd er.10 Yet, im portan tly , even  if R ad ag ast 'fe ll', it w as because  he  
w as too 'en a m o re d ' of th e  b ird s  an d  beasts in  a triv ia l sense, n o t in  an  overly  
id o la tro u s  one.
B ut The Lord o f the Rings does n o t d ism iss R adagast lightly. T here  is a 
s trange ly  elegiac cast to  the  passag e  in  w h ich  h e  d isappears:
The hobbits had  been nearly  tw o m onths in  the H ouse of Elrond, and 
N ovem ber h ad  gone by w ith  the last shreds of autum n, and December 
w as passing, w hen  the scouts began to  re turn . Some h ad  gone north  
beyond the springs of the H oarw ell into the Ettenm oors; and  others had  
gone w est, and  w ith  the help  of A ragorn  and the Rangers had  searched 
the lands far dow n the Greyflood, as far as Tharbad, w here the old N orth  
Road crossed the river by a ru ined tow n. M any h ad  gone east and south; 
and  some of these had  crossed the M ountains and entered  M irkwood, 
w hile others had  climbed the pass at the source of the G ladden River, and 
h ad  come dow n into W ilderland over the G ladden Fields and  so at length 
h ad  reached the old hom e of R adagast at Rhosgobel. R adagast w as not 
there; and they h ad  re tu rned  over the h igh pass tha t was the Dimrill Stair.
The sons of Elrond, Elladan and Elrohir, w ere the last to return; they had  
m ade a great journey, passing dow n the Silverlode into a strange country, 
bu t of their errand  they w ould  no t speak to  any save to Elrond. (LotR II:3 
267)
A s The Treason o f Isengard show s, th e  m en tio n s of R ad ag ast an d  
R hosgobel are  la te  ad d itio n s to th is su p erb  passag e  describ ing , to use 
C h ris to p h er Tolkien's ph rase , "T he Jou rneys of th e  Scouts." R hosgobel is also 
m en tio n ed  in  th e  m a p  on  p. 205 in  The Treason o f Isengard. But th e  fact th a t 
Tolkien in tro d u ced  R ad ag ast in to  th is g rave, d ign ified  passag e  p ro v id es  ou r 
keenest g rasp  of w h a t h a p p e n e d  to R ad ag ast in  th e  course of The Lord o f the 
Rings's com position . T here  is n o th in g  in  th e  action  a t th a t m o m en t th a t w o u ld  
seem  to ju stify  th e  passage 's  m o u rn fu l quality. O f course, th e  N ine  W alkers are
9 For the most comprehensive account of ecological themes in  Tolkien, and one which, 
importantly, acknowledges conflict w ithin Tolkien's own perspective, see Flieger, "Taking 
the Part of the Trees."
10 For a deep ecological viewpoint, see Devell and Sessions; for a vision of a Celtic 
ecological Christianity which might have evoked some support on the part of Tolkien, see 
Davies.
Mythlore 26:1/2 Fall/Winter 2007   121
Nicholas Birns
se tting  o u t in  peril, and , for all th ey  know , the  chances for the ir safe re tu rn  are 
slim . F rodo, in  particu lar, know s h e  is g o ing  into, to  quo te  h is  o w n  w ords, 
"d ead ly  peril"  (LotR  I:5 102) of m a n y  d ifferen t k inds, m o ra l as w ell as physical. 
Yet th ere  is n e w  energy ; n ew  p u rpose . N arsil is re -fo rged  as A nduril, and , as is 
im m ed ia te ly  sa id  in  th e  n ex t p a rag rap h , the  E nem y  is n o t overly  visible. The 
"Journeys of the  Scouts" g ives re ad e rs  th e ir first rea l sense (especially  if th ey  
h av e  n o t looked  a t th e  m ap s  in  the back) of the  scope, th e  scale, of M idd le-ea rth : 
it is panoram ic , w ith  n o t ju s t a to p o g rap h ica l sw eep  b u t a sense of th e  sheer 
d en sity  an d  p lu ra lity  of th e  w o rld  in to  w h ich  th e  N in e  W alkers are  ab o u t to  fu lly  
p lunge.
W h y  th e  sadness, th e  m o u rn fu ln ess?  E ven the  co u n try  th a t th e  re -read e r 
of th e  passage  k now s is L orien  is re fe rred  to  so m ew h at om inously, and  
th ro u g h o u t th e  m elod ic  rec ita tion  of p laces, th e re  is a sense of loss. A  key  here  
p e rh a p s  is th e  m en tio n  of T h arb ad  as 'a  ru in e d  to w n .' T harb ad  is a p lace that, 
d u e  to  its key  geog raph ic  position  be tw een  A rn o r an d  G ondor, sh o u ld  p lay  a 
crucial role. A s th e  so u th e rn  o u tlie r of th e  lan d s  accessible from  R ivendell, y e t on 
th e  n o rth w es te rn  fringes of G ondor, it cou ld  be  a key  connecto r be tw een  th e  tw o 
h a lv es of th e  W est of M idd le -ea rth . Yet, like R adagast, T harb ad  d isap p ea rs  by  
th e  tim e of th e  final confron tation . A lso like R adagast, T harbad , o r its location, 
p lay s  a p re lim in a ry  ro le w ith  respec t to  th e  u p co m in g  W ar of the  R ing, as w h en  
S aru m an  (U T  346) o r W orm tongue (U T  340) g ives d irec tion  to  th e  Shire to  the 
W itch-K ing, th ey  m en tio n  T harbad . Both T h arb ad  an d  R ad ag ast h av e  a 
m an ip u la tiv e  ro le cast for th em  b y  S aru m an  in  th e  doub le  gam e h e  is p lay ing .
In  te rm s of the  com positional econom y of The Lord o f the Rings, one of 
th e  reasons th a t T h arb ad  has to  be  ru in e d  by  the  tim e th e  even ts p ro p e r of The 
Lord o f the Rings b eg in s is because  T harb ad  is r ig h t on  th e  ro ad  from  Bree to 
M inas T irith . T his m a y  be conven ien t for trave le rs in  peacetim e. B ut the 
n arra tive , for reasons of d ep th  an d  excitem ent, m u s t take a m ore  circuitous 
detour. Sim ilarly, R ad ag ast as a rep resen ta tiv e  of na tu re , a k in d  of genial, rustic  
sprite , is too easy  a w ay  for th e  n a rra tiv e  of The Lord o f the Rings to  go once w e are 
o u t of th e  re s id u a l H obbit-like w o rld  of Book O ne. R ad ag ast a n d  T harbad , even 
th o u g h  one is in  th e  Hobbit an d  th e  o th er is not, a re  b o th  w ell-paved  ro ad s  in  the 
n a rra tiv e  th a t m u s t be sacrificed for th e  less-tro d d en  w ays th a t go b y  C arad h ras  
an d  Fangorn . In  o ther w ords, th e  action  g ro w s m ore  consequen tia l as it goes 
sou th , a n d  it m u s t go jagged ly  sou th , n o t so u th w ard  over sm oo th  carriage ro ad s 
th a t can constitu te  a direct, in te rm ed ia te  linkage be tw een  th e  Hobbit w o rld  an d  
th e  Silmarillion w orld .
I t is n o  coincidence th a t Tolkien first n a m e d  T h arb ad  an d  R hosgobel at 
th e  sam e p o in t in  th e  com positional p rocess (see Treason 164). If, in  an  in te rna l 
version  of w h a t S h ippey  (15) calls "asterisk-reality ," th e  action  of the  Hobbit h a d  
gone sou th , T h a rb ad  m ig h t h ave  fea tu red , as a k in d  of so u th e rn  E sgaro th . The
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se tting  of th e  ru in a tio n  of T h a rb ad  d u rin g  th e  g rea t floods of 2912 th a t follow  the 
Fell W inter, tw en ty -n in e  years before  th e  action of The Hobbit, e lim inates th is 
p o ten tia l sp illover, a n d  th is m u s t h ave  b een  sem i-deliberate  on  th e  p a r t  of 
Tolkien. In  fact, th e  no tab le  aspect of the  d es truc tion  of T h arb ad  is n o t so m u ch  
th a t it occurs before  th e  action of The Lord o f the Rings b u t th a t it occurs before  the 
action  of The Hobbit. T harbad 's  existence som ew here  on  the m ap  in  th e  earlier 
book  w o u ld  h av e  in tro d u ced  too  m u ch  of a 'b u s in ess  as u su a l ' feeling  in  a w orld  
th a t it w as in  T olkien's n a rra tiv e  an d  them atic  in te rest to  sh o w  w as becom ing  
ever m ore  unstab le . Sim ilarly, th o u g h  R ad ag ast ow es h is  very  tex tua l existence to 
th e  Hobbit, h is  rem oval, in  a sense, h as a lread y  begun , for R hosgobel, h is  hom e, 
m ay, too, h ave  been  a lread y  destroyed .
N o te  th a t R hosgobel is R adagast's  old hom e. H e  h a s  n o t been  th ere  for 
years, apparen tly , an d  the  sen tence im plies th a t R hosgobel h a d  been  a p e rm an en t 
residence, a lm ost like Isen g ard  (an d  S arum an  is castiga ted  for p re su m in g  to 
a rroga te  h im self th e  p e rm an en t base  of Isengard , u n lik e  th e  hum ble , itin e ran t 
G andalf). But, w h a tev e r R hosgobel w as, th en  som eth ing  h a d  h ap p en ed . 
R adagast, th o u g h  (m y  o w n  ad m itted ly  ex trapo la tive  read in g ) occasionally  
b ivouack ing  a t R hosgobel, h a d  becom e an  itineran t, a lly ing  h im  m ore  w ith  the 
good, G an d a lf w ay  of b e in g  a w izard . B ut w h en  d id  R hosgobel becom e 
R adagast's  old hom e, n o t m ere ly  h is  hom e?
W e w ill n ev er know . T his m y s te ry  m ak es th e  en tire  figu re  of R adagast 
such  a ridd le . Tolkien seem s to  h av e  fo u n d  R ad ag ast too  triv ia l a r id d le  to  m a tte r 
in  the la rg er d ep th s  of h is  reconceived, epic, an d  (in  th e  h ig h es t sense) 
m elo d ram atic  M idd le -ea rth . R ad ag ast an d  T h arb ad  a t once m a tte r  a n d  do  n o t 
m atter. T hey  are m in u te  deta ils in  th e  vast canvas of M idd le-E arth . C o n cen tra ting  
on  the ir precise  ro le too m u ch  w o u ld  d is to rt th e  p ic tu re . Yet it is such  deta ils as 
these  u p o n  w h ich  the  ap p ea lin g  specific ity  of Tolkien's in trica te ly  d raw n  w o rld  
d ep en d s. S h ippey  im p lies th is p o in t w h en  he  te rm s bo th  The Hobbit an d  The Lord 
o f the Rings "p r im a rily  w orks of m ed ia tio n "  (169). M ed ia tion  be tw een  levels of 
tim e an d  significance can on ly  occur th ro u g h  detail, a n d  th e  detail, even  if in  
lite ra ry  sense m a tte r in g  on ly  en masse, takes on  a significance in  a w ay  im p u ted  
to  it b y  th e  significance of the  overall canvas. So it is th a t even  in d e te rm in a te  
en igm as tem p t th e  re ad e r w ith  th e  a llu re  of d e te rm in a te  solu tions, an d  I w an t to 
v en tu re  such  a specu la tion  here . C o u ld  R hosgobel, like T harbad , h av e  been  
destro y ed  in  2911/12? G andalf speaks of R ad ag ast as liv ing  "n ea r th e  S ou thern  
b o rd e rs  of M irkw ood" (H  7:129). Is th is th e  sam e place as R hosgobel, w h ich  
seem s to  be on  th e  western b o rd e rs  of M irkw ood , as the  O ld  F orest R oad  ru n s  in  
th e  n o rth  of M irkw ood  an d  th e  O ld  F ord  an d  th e  C arrock  are  a t its w este rn  edge?  
(In TA 2941, of course, so u th e rn  M irkw ood  w o u ld  h av e  b een  a d an g ero u s p lace 
because  of th e  p rox im ity  of D ol G u ldu r). W h ethe r th e  S ou thern  location  of 
R ad ag ast is a serious d a tu m  or som eth ing  w hich  n eed ed  rev ision  w h en
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considered  in  th e  context o f th e  la te r trilogy  b u t w h ich  escaped  Tolkien's 
a tten tion , th e re  is n o  defin ite  im plica tion  in  The Hobbit of a fixed p lace for 
R adagast's  abode. O n ly  in  the n am e-h eav y  The Lord o f the Rings is there  
R hosgobel.
A s w e recall, G an d a lf tells th e  C ouncil of E lrond  h e  h a s  n o t seen 
R ad ag ast for "m an y  a y ea r"  (LotR  II:2 250). R ad ag ast also h a s  "m a n y  friends of 
old" (II:2 255; em p h asis  is m ine) in M irkw ood , im p ly in g  th a t R ad ag ast h as  n o t 
b een  there  recently. P e rh ap s  the  las t tim e G andalf saw  R ad ag ast before  the ir 
m ee tin g  in  TA 3018 w as befo re  R hosgobel w as destroyed?  C ou ld  Tolkien have  
w an ted  to  m ak e  su re  th a t th e  in te rm ed ia te  sites of R ad ag ast a n d  T h arb ad  w ere  
safe 'b e h in d ' th e  action  of The Hobbit, in  th e  im m ed ia te  p reh is to ry  of h is  late 
T h ird  A ge action, so th a t th ey  could  n o t p re sen t a sense of o n go ing  ro u tin e  n o t 
ap p ro p ria te  to a w o rld  in  such  g rave  d an g er as th e  w o rld  of The Lord o f the R ings? 
By th e  tim e w e are re in tro d u c ed  to  R ad ag ast in  The Lord o f the R ings, h e  is, as a 
m ean in g fu l character, stillborn , o u td a ted  in  T olkien's rean im a ted  v ision  of 
M idd le -ea rth . Tolkien speaks of th e  re tu rn e d  G an d alf h a v in g  " th e  aw e an d  
terrib le  p o w ers  of th e  R ing-w raiths, on ly  on  th e  good  side" (Treason 422). I t is ju s t 
th is  sense of aw e w hich  R ad ag ast lacks. O nce T olkien's ta le  reaches for th is level 
of aw e R adagast h a s  to  d isappear. Yet, crucially, Tolkien does n o t excise R adagast 
from  th e  w ork  entirely. H e  rem ains as p a r t of th e  vast b ack g ro u n d  of th e  tale.
I t is s trik ing  h o w  m a n y  of these R adagast-like  deta ils  h av e  to  do  w ith  
b e in g  in -betw een  extrem es. T h arb ad  is in  M inh iria th , w h ich  m ean s  "be tw een  the 
rivers."  M inh iria th 's  ne ig h b o r is E nedw aith , th e  "M id d lem arch "  (Treason 439) of 
M idd le-ea rth . Both these  regions, exp lic itly  con ta in ing  th e  e lem en t of the 
in te rm ed ia te  in  th e ir v e ry  nam es, are, like R adagast, g iven  little  a tten tion  in  the 
trilogy. (A lso like R adagast, th ey  receive m ore  am ple  tre a tm en t in  Unfinished 
Tales.) In  th e  u ltim a te  conception  of The Lord o f the Rings, these  in te rm ed ia te  
de ta ils  suffer from  a t once b e in g  too in te rm ed ia te  a n d  too m u ch  on  th e  s tra igh t 
ro ad  w h ich  th e  tex t w an ts  to circum vent. Tolkien h a s  chosen a harder, less 
s tra ig h tfo rw ard  road , w h ich  m ak es in te rm ed ia te  p h en o m en a  such  as R adagast 
an d  T harb ad  in to  ex traneous deta ils  w h ich  w ork , a t its heart, does n o t requ ire . 
B ut th e re  is a reg re t a t th e  d ism issa l of th e  ex traneous deta il as w ell. T his reg re t is 
a coro llary  of w h a t S h ippey  calls th e  sense " th a t the  au th o r k n ew  m ore  th a n  he  
w as telling, th a t b e h in d  h is  im m ed ia te  sto ry  th ere  w as a coherent, consistent, 
d eep ly  fasc inating  w o rld  of w h ich  h e  h a d  no  tim e [...] to  speak" (S h ippey  171). 
A s T olkien's g rim  tale  of en d u ran ce  a n d  sacrifice un fo ld s, w e are  red irec ted  aw ay  
from  th e  in te rm ed ia te  w iza rd ly  shallow ness of R adagast. R ad ag ast d isap p ea rs  
from  The Lord o f the R ings . B ut h is fa te  in M id d le -ea rth  rem ains to  be  specu la ted  
on  by  th e  inqu isitive  reader. T hus th e  deta il o f R adagast, ex p en d ed  in  Tolkien's 
rev ision  process, sim u ltan eo u sly  a d d s  d e p th  to  th e  en tire  tableau.
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T he p o ignancy  of th e  tran scen d ed  detail con tribu tes to th e  u n u su a l 
m ix tu re  of h o p e  a n d  fear in  th e  "Journeys of th e  Scouts" passage. T he elegiac 
tone  of th e  passage  in  w h ich  R ad ag ast d isap p ea rs  an d  T h arb ad  is seen as ru in ed  
does n o t stem  m ere ly  from  an y  p en t-u p  anx ie ty  p reced in g  th e  Q u est of th e  N ine  
W alkers. T he elegy  is for a k in d  of s to ry te lling  th a t is n o w  gone from  a 
reconceived  M id d le -ea rth , for a lig h t-h ea rted  ta le  of a d v en tu re  n o w  tu rn e d  in to  a 
som ber leg en d  of loss.
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